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“86. In view of the above we would like sum Llp our conclusion:-
Disclosure of criminal Antecedents of a candidate, especially, pertaining to heinous or serious
offence or offences relating to corruption or moral turpitude at the time of filling of nomination

paper as mandated by law is a categorical imperative.

{b} When there is non-disclosure of the offences pertaining to the areas mentioned in the

preceding clause, it creates an impediment in the free exercise of electoral right.
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{c) Concealment or suppression of this naiure deprives the voters to make an informed and
advised choice as a consequence of which if would come within the compartment of direct or
indirect interference or attempt to interfere with the free exercise of the right to vote by the
electorate, on the part of the candidate.

(d} As the candidate has the special knowledge of the pending cases where cognizance has been
taken or charges have been framed and there is a non-

Disclosure on his part, it would amount to undue influence and, therefore, the election
is to be declared null and void by the Election Tribunal under Section 100{1)(b) of the 1951 Act.

(e} The question whether if materially affects the election or not will not arise in a case of this
nature.”
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